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Présentation de |'éditeur Penang, 1939, sixteen-year-old Philip Hutton is a loner. Half English, half Chinese
and feeling neither, he discovers a sense of belonging in an unexpected friendship with Hayato Endo, a
Japanese diplomat. Philip shows his new friend around his adored island of Penang, and in return Endo
trains himin the art and discipline of aikido. But such knowledge comes at a terrible price. The enigmatic
Endo is bound by disciplines of his own and when the Japanese invade Malaya, threatening to destroy
Philip's family and everything he loves, he realises that his trusted sensei - to whom he owes absolute
loyalty - has been harbouring a devastating secret. Philip must risk everything in an attempt to save those he
has placed in mortal danger and discover who and what he really is. With masterful and gorgeous narrative,
replete with exotic and captivating images, sounds and aromas - of rain swept beaches, magical mountain
temples, pungent spice warehouses, opulent colonial ballrooms and fetid and forbidding rainforests - Tan
Twan Eng weaves a haunting and unforgettable story of betrayal, barbaric cruelty, steadfast courage and
enduring love.From Publishers WeeklyStarred . This remarkable debut saga of intrigue and akido flashes
back to a darkly opulent WWII-era Malaya. Phillip Hutton, 72, lives in serene Penang comfort, occasionally
training students as an akido master teacher of teachers. A visit from Michiko Murakami sends him
spiraling back into his past, where he grows up the alienated half-British, half-Chinese son of a wealthy
Penang trader in the years before WWII. When Hutton's father and three siblings leave him to run the family
company one summer, he befriends a mysterious Japanese neighbor named Mr. Endo. Japan is on the
opposing side of the coming war, but Endo paradoxically opts to train Hutton in the ways of aikido, in what
both men come to see as the fulfillment of a prophecy that has haunted them for several lifetimes. When the
Japanese army invades Malaya, chaos reigns, and Phillip makes a secret, very profitable deal. He cannot,
however, offset the costs of his friendship with Endo. Eng's characters are as deep and troubled as the time
in which the story takes place, and he draws on a rich palette to create a sprawling portrait of a lesser
explored corner of the war. Hutton's first-person narration is measured, believable and enthralling. (May)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From The New
Yorker Set in Penang in the years just before and during the Second World War, this début novel explores the
consequences of love and duty. Philip Hutton, born to a British father and a Chinese mother, finds himself
drawn to a mysterious Japanese diplomat and aikido master, and soon becomes his devoted student. But
their friendship—described in romantic, even erotic terms—is called into question when the Japanese invade
theisland and Philip must decide whether to join the resistance or collaborate with the occupying army. The
wartime narrative is gripping, but Eng’ s story suffers from stilted dialogue, which is often pressed into
service for historical exposition, and overwrought fight scenes. More profoundly, the narrative’ s gestures
toward mythology and a philosophy of reincarnation feel like a distraction from the more compelling
concerns of loyalty and loss. Copyright © 2008 Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker
Par Tan Twan Eng
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Description du produitAn epic novel nominated for the Man Booker Prize, this extraordinary debut tells the
story of ayoung manOs perilous journey through the betrayals of war and into manhood. Written in lush,
evocative prose, The Gift of Rain spans decades as it takes readers from the final days of the Chinese
emperors to the dying era of the British Empire, and through the mystical temples, bustling cities, and
forbidding rain forests of Malaya.

Commentaires clientsCommentaires clients les plus utilesl internautes sur 1 ont trouvé ce commentaire utile.
read and re-readPar JRUA beautifully written history about the choices made by a young man to save his
family. A period is history | knew little of, Malaya during the 2nd world war ... peeked my interest to learn
more about Malay history. A real joy to read.0 internautes sur 0 ont trouvé ce commentaire utile. interesting
to learn about this war experience in PenangPar Laurie E. HubermanHowever, | didn't like this book, found
it hard to believe young Philip could become so involved so quickly with someone from a very different
culture. The choices seemed false, the determining role of family in life choices...it didn't ring true to me on
many levels but provided a very charged atmosphere for a dramatic story.0 internautes sur O ont trouve ce
commentaire utile. alire absolumentPar Véronique L.Magnifique histoire. Une écriture efficace qui nous
plonge dans la tourmente et I'histoire de laMalaisie. Livre profond et sombre ou chague personnage acquiert
une ame. Bref j'ai adoré. Merci Kindle qui permet a des gens comme moi ne possédant pas bien I'anglais de
pouvoir lire dans lalangue originale de I'auteur.
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